Studies of immunosuppression by cobra venom factor. I. On early IgG and IgM responses to sheep erythrocytes and DNP-protein conjugates.
The immunosuppressive activity of CVF was evaluated in mice immunized with sheep erythrocytes and dinitrophenylated proteins. Serum antibody levels to these immunogens were estimated in activity units and on a weight basis for IgG. IgM as well as IgG antibody responses were diminished in mice pretreated with CVF. However, when soluble immunogens were incorporated in CFA the suppressive effect associated with CVF was inapparent. It is suggested that C depletion per se may not fully account for the observed immunosuppression. The latter may result not only from the depression of C3 levels but also from the biologic activities of C cleavage products some of which modulate the secretory functions and state of activation of macrophages.